Low

High

Levels of Cognitive Process

Action Verbs

Remembering/Recall

Define, duplicate, list, memorize, recall, repeat, reproduce,
state

Understanding

Classify, describe, discuss, explain, identify, locate,
recognize, report, select, translate, paraphrase

Applying Choose, dramatize, demonstrate, employ, illustrate,
interpret, operate, schedule, sketch, solve, use, write

Analyzing Appraise, argue, compare, criticize, differentiate,
discriminate, distinguish, examine, experiment, question,
test

Evaluating Appraise, argue, judge, defend, select, support, value,
evaluate

Creating Assemble, construct, create, design, develop, formulate,

write

From A Faculty and Staff Guide to Creating Learning Outcomes, Gahagan, Dingfelder and Pei, University
of South Carolina, 2010, page 16. Copies of this book are available from the Institutional Effectiveness
Office. Contact Beverly Hicks, 8375, bhicks@gadsdenstate.edu.



mailto:bhicks@gadsdenstate.edu

