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On behalf of the Administration, we would like to express thanks and appreciation 

for all that you have done and express our thanks to our many friends for helping to make 

this project a success. A beautiful dream has indeed come true. “As long as life is in my 

body, I will be grateful for the cooperation that you have given to Gadsden State,” the 

closing words from our dedicated director, Mr. E. N. Prater in his dedication address.  

This eighteenth day of November in the year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred and 

sixty-four. 

I hereby submit my name:  
E. N. Prater, Director 
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VALLEY STREET CAMPUS 
ADMINISTRATORS 

Mr. Eugene N. Prater 1960-1978

Founder/Director, Gadsden Vocational Trade School (7/6/1960)

• Foundation laid for future work

• School became a State Institute (1962)

•    School renamed Gadsden State Technical Institute (1972)

Mr. Edward D. Bonner 1978-1982

First President, Gadsden State Technical Institute

• Additional programs

• Campus improvements  

Mr. Roger Watts 1982-1996

Provost, Gadsden State Technical Institute 

• Campus renamed during the merger to Valley Street Campus (1985) 

• Gadsden Job Corps Center Established (1990)

Mr. Willie Duncan 1996-2007

Director, Valley Street Campus

• Campus designated as a HBCU (1997)

• Title III Administration Office Established (1998)

Mr. Carl Byers 2008- 2018

Director, Valley Street Campus/ Instructor 

•    New Student Center Building erected 

•    Diagnostic Medical Sonography (DMS) Program began

• Campus improvements 

Mr. Ricky L. Tillis 2022- Present 

Director, Valley Street Campus/ Instructor

•  Dental Assisting Program began 

•  Academic Classes Offered 

•  HBCU Organization Partnerships 

•  Increased Campus Student Scholarships 

•  Administration Building registered as a Historical Landmark (2024) 
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